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Tsunam| Hlts Nlcaraguan Coast

An earthquake (M,=7.0) 200
miles off the Pacific coast of
Nicaragua occurred on September
2, 1992 at 00:16:01 UTC (local
time September 1, 1992 at 6:16
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PM), and generated a destructive
tsunami. The National Earthquake
Information Center reported the
epicentral coordinates of the
earthquake as 11.8 N and 87.4 W.
Numerous smaller magnitude
earthquakes followed.

The tsunami, rather than the-
shaking, caused loss of property
and approximately 200 lives along
the coastal areas of Nicaragua. In
addition, approximately 500 inju-
ries requiring treatment were
reported. The local coastal
economy, which relies on fishing,
tourism, and harbor activities, was
severely disrupted. An ancillary
impact of the tsunami was an out-
break of cholera in villages where
the water supply (wells) was
contaminated.

Nicaragua has a history of earth-
quakes and other natural disasters.
A December 23, 1972 earthquake
leveled the Nicaraguan city of
Managua (EERI Reconnaissance
Tsunamis
have been recorded in Nicaragua in
1859, 1919, 1950, and 1956.
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